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~ Cane left g golf coursc where he was
" playing with Nixon, o
Fortnjght ago, McCune was again in
. Washington to  discuss atomic testing
problems wih Pentagon officials when he

j‘{;,,".,’»rzt,_: " ‘was asked (o an early evening White
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THE ADMINISTRATION
ClA's New Boss y .

Even before his inauguration, John
Kennedy knew he wouldehave to start
casting about for a new U.S. intelligence
chief: Central Intelligence Agency Direc-
tor Allen Welsh Dulles told the President.-
elect that he hoped to retire within a year.
After the disaster of the Cuba ‘invasion,
in which CIA estimates nnd planning
came under heavy fire, the question of
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Sl sity of California, hired himself out as a'
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House conference. In the qufet of his sec-
ond-floor study, President Kennedy asked

STATINTL

McCone to take the CIA post. McCone E

v asked for-a week to think it over, went
‘7 back home %6 San Marino to talk the job

over with s wife Rosemary, then called
in his accepuince, ‘ '
Prescien#d & Skepticism. CIA's direc.
tor-designate is a Roman Catholic, son of
a San Francisce foundry owner. John Mc.:
Cone studied engineering at the Univer.

riveter after his graduation in 1922, By.
the time he was 32, McCone was executive
.vice president of Consolidated Steel Corp.
, Eight years later he left to farm the engi-

1 . peering firm “of Bcchtcl-McCom‘—I‘urmns,‘

took on the added job of runiming the

- uh i Califernia Shipbuilding Corp. after the
- =A% UK. entered World War 11, Starting frotn
L '\:\,_\,‘4 absolute scratch—its main yagd was a

S "’ swamp, and

\ less than-1%. of its 40.000
wotkers had shiphuilding experience— .
Calship turned out 467 cargo carriers and:
tankers in four years, At Calship, McCone
worked 15 hours a day organized the yard

" on an assembly-line prefabrication hasis,

Dulles' successor was a common  subject

of Washington gossip. Last week, in a
brief public’ ceremony at the Newport,
R.I., Naval War College, President Ken-
nedy announced that Dullés, 68, would
retire in November after dight years as
CIA's boss. Un hand (o hear the Presi-
dent’s sincere tribute to Dulles as a “cou-
rageous, selfless” public servant was the
nation’s new chief of intelligence: John
Alex McCone, 59, a California industrial
leader and former (1958-60) chairman of
the Atomic Energy Commission.

From Kennedy's viewpoint, John Mc.-
Cone was an ideal choice, A tough, cannv
administrator with a wide range of rov
ernmentadl experience, he is respected on
Cujrrod HE i well ag throughout -a.-
excoutive departments, As a polinicaiiy
active Kepublican ¢who was 4 1o po-i
It for ~ecretary of Detense had N
MoCone hould be virtugliv i,
et et pehitical ertrcs s

} R‘:w:m:\ hroke the M AT

I:: Colte e
I [ st last mieinth oo

WOy

Ot e

stepped up production to record levels .
by improving welding .techniques. Aftér
-tge war, McCone turfied from making ..
ships to running theru: the Joshua Hendy

Corp., of which he is chairman, operates

a fleet of tankers and cargo ships out of
West and East coast ports,

In recent years McCone has hardly had
time to keep more than one eye on his
businesses, He was first called to Wash-
ington in 1947 av a member of President

Truman’s Alr Policy Comuiis<ion, which
urged a SAC-dominated Air Lorce. Me-
Come served 16 months v 1950-51 a5
Under Secretary of the Air Force. won
considerable credit for helping to increase
his service's share of the budget. President
Dwight Eisenhower called on McCone to
advise Defense Serretary Neil Mc¢Eiroy
on Pentagon reorganization. and three
years ago appointed him to succeed Lewis
Strauss as chairman of the Atomic Euergy
Commission,

“In his varied Waskiagton jobs, McCone
has displayed both a prescience and a
skepticism that should serve him well at
CIA. As Air Force Under Secretary, Mc-
Cone a decade ago urged that the U.S.
spend at least $2 billion yearly on its mis-
sile program, place both civilian and milj-
tary research under one head. Within the
councils of Ike's Adninistration, McCone
argued hard for resumption of nuclear
tests in 1959, Toyally refrained from pub-
lic complaint even after his judgment was
overruled. But McCone quictly fought on.
ordered that AEC’s Nevada test sites be
prepared for future nuclear experiments:

those sites were ready when President °

Kennedy announced that the U.S. would
conduct underground tests.

More Power. In taking over Dulles®

two jobs—the CIA director is also chair-.
man of the U.S. Intelligence Board—AMc.
Cone will wield more power than his’
predecessor ever had. Kennedy told Me-
Cone that he expects him to assume
prime responsibility for all the intelligence
operations carried on by the Government.
McCone will coordinate the reports made
by the CIA with those of other security
agencies, attempt to provide one consoli-
dated intelligence estimate for the Pres.
dent’s giance. Within months McCone
will al pressat e the Whte House
recommendations e inproving the s
IS0 01 oLe 21 the Governmers

largest (about 13000
ated atnaad Tudget or more than S
million )" and mo r capartant cpep i
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